Community Board 12, Manhattan

Parks & Cultural Affairs Committee (June 3, 2008)

Resolution to re-name Highbridge Park’s “Library Lawn” as “Sugar Hill Luminaries Lawn”

Whereas:
Sugar Hill, a geographic rise from the West 140’s to the West 170’s, was home to many African-American luminaries in culture, politics and history, and,

Whereas:
Several of these luminaries (including Count Basie, Constance Baker Motley, W.E.B. DuBois Duke Ellington, Thurgood Marshall, Paul Robeson), have been memorialized by having streets, schools or parks in Manhattan’s Community Boards 9 and 12 named after them, but many (inluding Harry Belafonte, William Braithwaite, Elizabeth Catlette, Drs. Kenneth & Mamie Clark, Marvel Cooke, Aaron Douglas, Lena Horne, Charles White, Walter White, Roy Wilkins, et al.) have not been so honored and there are not enough streets, schools and parks in the surrounding neighborhoods to do so; and,

Whereas:
Highbridge Park’s Library Lawn, a triangular patch at the Northwest corner of Edgecombe Avenue and 155th Street, is centrally located on Sugar Hill, and can serve as a unifying location to an area that is otherwise divided by West 155th Street, the border of Manhattan’s Community Boards 9 and 12; and,

Whereas:
Representatives of many neighborhood organizations, including the Edgecombe Avenue Block Association, the Friends of Sugar Hill, the Saint Nicolas Block Association, the Harlem Historical Society, the 409 Edgecombe Avenue Cooperative Association, the Saint Nicolas Place Block Association and the 555 Edgecombe Avenue Tenants Association are united in their desire to commemorate the great legacy of Sugar Hill and its luminaries and have met with CB12’s Parks & Cultural Affairs Committee numerous times over the winter and spring of 2007/08 to discuss the siting of a “Sugar Hill Luminaries Unity Park”; and 

Whereas:
These representatives are forming a conservancy charged with the stewardship of a public venue for the purpose of public education about the Sugar Hill Luminaries and their contribution to American society and the local community, as well as the beautification and maintenance of said public park; now, therefore 

Be It

Resolved:
That Community Board 12, Manhattan recommend that the New York CIty Department of Parks & Recreation re-name Highbridge Park’s “Library Lawn” as “Sugar Hill Luminaries Lawn”. 
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